Courses for Duke Summer in Berlin 2006

Please note:  Course listed below are tentative and dependent upon the number of students who enroll. Final list of course offerings will be finalized in April 2006.

COURSES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH:

German 196C / Jewish Studies 163 / Lit 163K 


Jewish Berlin (ALP, CZ, CCI, EI)

Ironically, the Jewish community of Germany is the fasting growing Jewish community outside of Israel. This course presents a broad sweep of history and culture, sampling documents, literature, and art from the Enlightenment to the present day. We will make use of many Berlin sites, including the acclaimed Berlin Jewish Museum, Sachsenhausen concentration camp, and the Grünewald Deportation Memorial. We will also attempt to schedule class meetings with Jewish cultural leaders (in 2005 we met with Dr. Hermann Simon, Director of the Centrum Judaicum) and attend a service at one of the Berlin synagogues. Students will experience and critically respond not only to written documents, but also to museum installations, public memorials, as well as cultural events and tours. Cross-listed also with International Comparative Studies. Offered in English. Students of all backgrounds welcome. 

German 196A / Art History 190B

Art & Architecture of Berlin from the 15th Century to the Present  (ALP, CZ, CCI)
The main goal of this course is to provide students with an introduction to the visual arts of Germany from the 15th to the 20th century through lectures conducted in Berlin’s museums and cultural institution. Classroom lectures will be kept to a minimum so that students may encounter actual works of art in the city’s magnificent collections. Some lectures will be conducted by guest speakers, such as curators from the Bauhaus Archiv or the Neue Nationalgalerie. Students will learn about the German Old Masters, such as Albrecht Dürer and Lucas Cranach, as well German Romantic and Realist artists, including Caspar David Friedrich and Adolf Menzel. Germany’s powerful modernist art movements, such as Expressionism and New Objectivity, will be considered in relation to the many upheavals in modern German history. By the end of the course, students will not only have a broad understanding of the development of the visual arts in Germany but also of how art has served in the elusive search and articulation of German cultural identity.  Includes architectural bus & walking tours, as well as an excursion to the castles of Potsdam. Cross-listed also with International Comparative Studies.  Offered in English, open to all students. 

German 196B / History 100L  

Berlin Since the War  (ALP, CZ, CCI, EI)

This course seeks to understand how Berlin remembers its famous and infamous past since the Second World War—and in some cases reaching back even further. In order to assess the efficacy of public memorials, monuments, museums and manifestos, students are first given a survey of the history of Cold War and post-Wall Berlin. The real work of the course commences as students then set out to explore—with the instructor—how “official” history is constructed, celebrated, contested, re-written—and not infrequently, simply ignored. In addition to seminar discussion, this course consists of numerous excursions to historical sites. The final project requires participants to evaluate the significance of a public memorial (or museum exhibition) based on criteria that are worked out during the course. Cross-listed also with International Comparative Studies.   Offered in English; open to all students. 
COURSES TAUGHT IN GERMAN:

German 1.  First Year German I.  (FL) 

German 2.  First Year German II.  (FL)

Introduction to German language and culture. Four-skills (understanding, speaking, reading, writing) communicative approach to the language of everyday life in German-speaking countries, the language of their histories and societies, their arts and letters.

German 65.  Intermediate German I.  (CZ, FL)

German 66.  Intermediate German II (CZ, FL)

Each of these courses builds language proficiency through a topic-oriented syllabus focusing on contemporary German-speaking cultures and societies (family, leisure, work, education, environment, current events). Provides a thorough review of German grammar. Authentic texts from a variety of media will provide the basis for discussion and cultural awareness.
German 76. Readings in German Literature (CZ, FL)

This course is directed toward intermediate language learners beginning to work with German literature. Development of written and oral proficiency in German, as well as the vocabulary and analysis tools needed for poetry and short prose. Prerequisite: German 65 or equivalent.  

German 115S.  Advanced German in Berlin (ALP, CCI, CZ, FL)

Reading and discussion of advanced material centered largely on contemporary Berlin. Development of written and oral proficiency in German, as well as insight into the cultural and historical aspects of the capital. Prerequisite: German 66 or equivalent. May substitute for 117S or 118S to fulfill major requirement. 

German 148S. Zero Hour to Post Unification Society and Culture (CCI, CZ, FL)

Topics of literature and society after the Second World War including the student movement, new subjectivity, unification, and multiculturalism in Germany. Development of written and oral proficiency in German. Prerequisite: German 117S or equivalent.

German 153. Current Issues and Trends in Germany. (CCI, CZ, FL)

Topics of social and cultural significance in contemporary Germany, with particular emphasis on media and society. Specific focus on radio, television and newspaper. Prerequisite: German 117S or equivalent.
