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Introduction:

The German Studies Program at Duke responds to the fundamental reorganization of the humanities that has been unfolding for the past two decades.  It does so with a graduate program that integrates the best of scholarly traditions past and present.  The Duke German Studies program attends both to the study of literature as a preeminent resource for understanding Germany’s historical and present communities, and to a model of cultural studies that fosters the exploration of other forms of cultural production and social expression.  Interdisciplinary work is supported and encouraged.  Under the guidance of faculty whose teaching and research cover the full range of German cultural texts, graduate students will study the various intellectual and historical genealogies that connect their chosen fields of study, such as literary history, political science, social history, religious studies, musicology, aesthetics, philosophy, or art history. While enjoying and cultivating the intellectual opportunities that devolve from Duke’s strong advocacy and support of advanced multi-disciplinary inquiry, our Ph.D. candidates are expected, in turn, to advance and sharpen the profession's understanding of the possibilities and rewards of this innovative approach.  Overall, German Studies seeks to prepare its doctoral students for a career in post-secondary education (College or University teaching and research, or administration) or for careers in other professions (e.g., such as publishing, journalism, translation, foreign service, international business and cultural relations) where advanced competence in German language, culture, and literature is also valued.
1.
The Trajectory: 
Year 1:    During their first two years, students are advised by the Director of Graduate Studies. As the principal liaison between the department and the graduate school, the Director of Graduate Studies is responsible for advising on course selection, matters of registration, dropping or adding courses, questions relating to financial support and professional acclimation.  Students are also encouraged to seek out contacts with other faculty in German Studies and adjacent departments.  The standard course load for the first year is 4 courses per semester.   Typically, the required course GER 299 will be taken during the first semester of study.
Credit Transfer:  The German department will consider the transfer of credit for graduate coursework from another institution.  The limit for such transfer will be eight units (i.e., no more than half of the coursework required by the German Studies Program at Duke).  Incoming students ought to take up the issue of credit transfer with the Director of Graduate Studies during their first year of study, and they must provide adequate information (syllabi, written work, and official transcripts) for every graduate course for which they seek transfer credit.  The Director of Graduate Studies, in consultation with faculty colleagues, makes a final decision about credit transfer, and he/she will also make a determination as to whether any of the transferred coursework will satisfy requirements of the German Studies Program.  

Year 2:   Beginning with year two, students will take 3 courses and teach one section of German language per semester.   While the DGS continues to monitor student progress and advise on course selections, the Language Program Director assumes supervisory responsibility for all teaching assistants.  (see section 2 below).  Typically, the required course GER 261 will be taken during the fall term of the second year.

Deadlines to anticipate:   1) During their 4th semester, students ought to begin serious consultation with faculty members regarding their projected areas of expertise.   2) During their 4th semester and the summer break, students should explore DAAD and Fulbright fellowship opportunities whose deadlines fall in September or October of the Fall term.  

Year 3:   During the first semester of the third year, students take two more courses to meet the total of 16 required courses.  The Spring semester is primarily used for preparation for the preliminary exam, which will be taken at the end of the third year.  In exceptional cases (with approval of the DGS), students may take their preliminary exam at the beginning of their 7th semester.  During the third year students establish an advisory relationship with the faculty member who will oversee their dissertation project and serve as first advisor on their preliminary exam, the dissertation chapter review, and dissertation defense.   The faculty advisor replaces the DGS as the principal advisor in all matters except issues of financial support and Graduate School rules and regulations.

The Preliminary Exam:  For the preliminary exam students select a committee of four faculty, including their faculty advisor.  At least one committee member must be selected from the German Studies core faculty, while the other two may be selected from among faculty associated with German Studies.  The exam has a written and an oral component.  The written portion consists of an in-house, closed book exam. In order to gauge a student's "intellectual profile" and readiness to enter the field as a teacher and scholar, the preliminary exam requires scholarly performance under time constraints.  Hence the written (closed book) exam differs significantly from a scholarly paper in that it asks students to demonstrate and synthesize knowledge of their fields within a limited time frame.  Students are allowed up to eight hours to complete the exam.  The department will provide the computer for the exam and a quiet room; legible handwritten exams are also acceptable.  The student's faculty advisor is responsible for assembling approximately 5-7 exam questions from the committee members.  Out these questions, the student will ordinarily select and respond to three.  The oral portion of the exam shall take place within no more than two weeks of the written exam and involves questions from all four examiners over a period of approximately two hours.  

The purpose of the preliminary exam is to ensure competency in a teaching field and to establish a comprehensive intellectual framework for the dissertation project.  Consequently, the exam should not be narrowly focused on a dissertation topic.  The exam will center on two equally weighted lists, one of which ought to cover a literary period (broadly defined) or a genre across several periods.  The other list ought to concentrate on an area such as art history, music, religious history, theory / philosophy, political theory.  Both lists are drawn up by the student in consultation with the DGS, the faculty advisor, and the other examiners, all of whom have to approve the lists in advance of the exam.  

Deadlines to anticipate:   During their 7th semester in the program, students need to decide whether to participate in one of Duke’s foreign exchange programs in Berlin or Potsdam.  The deadline for applications to these programs is typically in late January of the spring term.  Also, within three months of having passed their preliminary exam, students, in collaboration with their advisor, should have formulated a first, short (10-15 pp.) prospectus of their dissertation project.  That prospectus is then to be circulated with their entire committee and, following their approval, should be filed with the DGS.  

Year 4:    Students begin work on their dissertation and, at the end of the fourth year, schedule their dissertation chapter review.    

Dissertation Chapter Review:   The dissertation chapter review committee consists of the student’s faculty advisor and three other faculty members selected by the student.  Of the total committee, at least two members have to belong to the German Studies core faculty.  Typically, faculty from the preliminary exam will also serve on the dissertation review and dissertation defense committees.  Students submit a substantial piece of writing (approx. 45 pp.), such as a dissertation chapter and a comprehensive bibliography.  The oral review lasts approximately 2 to 3 hours. 

Deadlines to anticipate:   During their 4th year, students are strongly encouraged to explore sources of extramural fellowship support with a view to meeting application deadlines in the fall of their 5th year.  Such support would cover a 6th year of dissertation research and writing.  Students should contact the DGS and the Graduate School Financial Aid Office).  


Students making excellent progress may have the opportunity to teach an undergraduate course in their area of specialization during their 5th or 6th year.  Given scheduling constraints and the limited availability of such courses, discussions of such a teaching arrangement (with both, the DGS and DUS) ought to begin during the fall of the 4th year.  A formal course proposal and preliminary syllabus needs to be in place by February 1st of that year.

Year 5:    Students continue work on their dissertation.  At the beginning of the fall semester, students need to consult with members of their dissertation committee and the DGS about the likelihood of launching a successful job search at this point in time.  Students are encouraged to seek advice from more than one faculty member in this matter.    

Deadlines to anticipate:   Students need to file an “Intent to Receive Degree” form for one of the three graduation dates offered each year.  For filing deadlines, please check the Graduate School Bulletin or contact the Graduate School (Susan Waller).      

Dissertation Defense: Ordinarily, the committee for this oral exam will be the same as the dissertation chapter review committee, with the option of adding an additional fifth faculty member.  All members of the committee must be provided with a copy of the dissertation at least three weeks in advance of the exam, which will last approximately 2 hours.

2.
Financial Support and 6th year funding 

Duke University is committed to offering five years of full financial support for each student admitted to the graduate program in German Studies.  Included are registration-, health-, and recreation fees for years 1 through five, as well as teaching stipends for years two through five.  Strong applicants to the graduate program will also be nominated for additional stipendiary support through University fellowships.  Competitive support for dissertation research (beyond the fifth year) is also available, and the department encourages and supports applications by its advanced graduate students.  

While the department cannot guarantee teaching for students beyond their fifth year, any available course sections will first be offered to 6th year students in German.  Given its financial obligations to all students, the department cannot pay registration fees beyond the 5th year unless students are also teaching for the department.  Library privileges and desk space in the department will continue to be available.   

3. 
Requirements (courses; language proficiency) 

We stress here that students select their courses, particularly during the second year, in accordance with the intellectual focus that needs to be demonstrated in their two exam lists.  Courses required will be:

1. GER 299: Introduction to German Studies   

2. GER 261 S: Second Language Acquisition Theory and Practice

3. A literature course with a pre-1700 topic.

4. A literature course with a pre-1900 topic. 

Language Proficiency: Upon entering the Graduate Program in German Studies, students are expected to have near-native fluency in German (speaking, writing, and reading) consistent with the Oral Proficiency levels 3 and above (“superior”).  Students are asked to refer to the Teaching Assistant Handbook for accurate descriptions of these levels.  By the end of their sixth semester, students must also demonstrate solid reading knowledge in a second language.  The DGS will determine whether or not a formal exam verifying this competency will be necessary. 

4.
Teaching 

The department considers language teaching an integral component of graduate education.  In order to ensure balance between scholarship and teaching, the graduate school at Duke University allows students to teach no more than two courses per academic year.  Information on all pertinent aspects of teaching at Duke is described in the department’s Teaching Assistant Handbook.  Teaching assistants are regularly observed and evaluated by the Language Program Director and other faculty in the German Department.  

5.
Leave of Absence

Students who consider taking a leave of absence should consult with their advisor and with the DGS in a timely fashion.  The Graduate School provides a specific form (available through the DGS) for requesting a leave.  According to Graduate School rules, only one such leave of absence may be taken in the course of one’s graduate studies.  As the Graduate School Handbook further stipulates, a leave of absence "may be granted because of (1) medical necessity; (2) full-time employment at Duke University; (3) acceptance of an external award judged likely to benefit the student as an individual but not related to degree requirements; (4) other reasons approved by the Dean."  Both the DGS and the Dean must approve any leave request; the leave may not exceed one calendar year, and a request for it must have been submitted before the first day of classes in the semester during which it is to become effective.  

6.
Travel Support and Study Abroad

Given the department’s budgetary constraints, full subsidies for conference- or research-related travel cannot be promised.  However, applications for intra- and extramural funding are always encouraged and will be actively supported by the DGS and other faculty.  Under special circumstances, the department may attempt to assist students with travel subsidies.  

Ordinarily, students are expected to pursue study-abroad opportunities at Berlin or Potsdam.  In the past, students have usually spent their third or fourth year abroad.  Application to the study-abroad programs is competitive, and students should consult with their faculty advisor and the DGS well ahead of the application deadline as they formulate an effective and well-motivated research project for their year in Germany.  

7.
The M.A. Degree

While the department expects graduate students to pursue and earn Ph.D. degrees, students wishing to leave the program with a M.A. degree may do so.  To be eligible for a M.A. degree, students must have completed all coursework (16 classes).  To receive an M.A. degree, they must either have passed their preliminary exam according to the rules set forth in this handbook; or they may choose to write and defend a substantial thesis (approximately 70-100 pages).  The committee examining the thesis and conducting the defense consists of 3 faculty members, at least one selected from among the German Studies core faculty. 
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