The Berlin Project:
Undergraduate Research Opportunities in Berlin & Environs

The 2008 Berlin Summer Research Fellowship Program is an interdisciplinary program administered by Duke University’s Department of Germanic Languages and Literature in support of undergraduate research and inquiry in the capital of the Federal Republic of Germany, Berlin. Students from any major in Trinity College are welcome to apply.
Summer Research Fellowships of up to $2500 will be awarded to approximately 7 Trinity College students. Priority will be given to projects that are embedded within longer-term study at Duke: e.g., projects that are preparatory to fall semester independent study courses or extensions of work or ideas encountered in coursework during the spring 2008 semester. Similarly, a summer research fellowship might lead to a senior thesis project. Funds may be applied toward travel and living expenses while conducting research at an archive, field site, museum, gallery, laboratory, library, or the like. Modes of inquiry, to be agreed upon in consultation with a faculty sponsor, may include surveys, interviews and oral histories. Though other sites will be given due consideration, priority will be given to students conducting research in Berlin and environs. While fellows are expected to work independently, orientation to Berlin as well as assistance in locating lodging will be provided by the Duke in Berlin Resident Director, Mr. Jochen Wohlfeil (wohlfeil@zedat.fu-berlin.de).
All research projects must be directed by a member of the Duke University faculty and conducted over a period of no less than three weeks during the summer months. Required language ability will depend upon the respective project and will be assessed by the faculty director. Students may not be enrolled in courses during the period they designate as their fellowship period. Students who require additional language training may elect to participate in the 6-week Duke in Berlin summer program (May 16-June 28, 2008) prior to the research project, in which case the research could be conducted during the month of July. (It should be understood, however, that the summer program—particularly with regard to application and funding—is fully independent of the research program.) 
Eligibility: Trinity College students who are registered for the 2008 spring semester and who will continue at Duke in the fall are eligible to apply for a Berlin Summer Research Fellowship. (The condition of registration in the spring or fall is met with enrollment in Duke or Duke-approved study abroad programs.) Fellowship recipients are required to report on the project outcome during the academic year at a University sponsored undergraduate research event.  

Application requires one copy of each of the following:

· A brief research proposal (no longer than three pages, typed, single-spaced) with three subtitled sections: (1) Background and Justification; (2) Long-term Objective of the Overall Research Project; (3) Short-term Objective/s, i.e., goal/s for the summer, including the research methodology. Applicants must also state what other sources of funds are available to them including pending decisions on other award applications. 

· Application cover sheet 

· Proposed budget 

· Preliminary IRB (Human Subjects form) statement, which is required for projects focusing on interviews and oral histories.  These forms are available here. 

· A statement of support from the faculty research director at Duke assessing the feasibility of the proposed project; the ability of the student to complete it; the manner in which he or she will be in communication with the student during the fellowship period; and the student’s foreign language competency as required by the project.
· An official Duke transcript. (See http://registrar.duke.edu/registrar/studentpages/student/transcriptinfo.htm
No application will be considered without the brief statement of support from the faculty director (which may be submitted via email). Please submit all materials in hardcopy to:
Professor William Donahue, Department of Germanic Languages and Literature, Old Chemistry Building 116D, 
wcd2@duke.edu 
The application deadline for 2008 is Friday, March 7 at 5 pm. Decisions will be announced by e-mail approximately three weeks after the application deadline.
The Berlin Project is one of the Trinity College Undergraduate Research opportunities administered in cooperation with Dean Mary Nijhout (Undergraduate Research Support mary.nijhout@duke.edu).
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